
BUCKMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Parish Council Meeting 

 

Tuesday 11th May 2021 

 

Present: 

Councillor Liz Exton Chair 
Councillor Jill Arnold 
Councillor Graham Exton 
Councillor Kate Bygott 
Borough Councillor Malise Graham 
 
 

MINUTES 

 

01/21-22 Election of Chair – Councillor Exton was elected as Chair 

02/21-22 Apologies for absence and introductions –Councillor Bird, Councillor 
Hyam and PCSO Gray apologised for being absent 

03/21-22 Approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2 March 2021 - The minutes 
  were approved without amendment 

04/21-22 To receive declarations of interest both personal and prejudicial on  
  matters arising on the agenda – No declarations were made 

05/21-22 Public Participation – Members of the public were not present 

06/21-22 To receive reports –  

 Borough Councillor Graham 

The Borough Council had continued to provide support during the pandemic, 
providing funding support grants when approached.  There had been a 
significant number of staff changes.  Councillor Graham had continued to 
facilitate contact with the County Council.  Band D rates had been increased 
and items in the Queen’s speech to Parliament suggested a potential impact 
on local government taxes.  

PCSO Gray  

PC Dan Daley had been nominated to replace PC Sharon Roscoe and will be 
in place at the end of May.  

The start of this month has seen a surge in rural theft from farms with 
offences being committed in Brentingby, Barkestone and Muston; some of the 
items have been recovered from Nottinghamshire following an appeal on 
social media. Strategies to address this issue are being discussed. I have 
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recently been in the village of Buckminster signing people up to 
Neighbourhood Link. I have also been supported by our neighbourhood 
priority team this week who have spent time between Waltham and 
Buckminster to look at the weight restrictions. Two tractors were stopped in 
the weight restriction area from the village out to the water tower and advice 
was given. 

Additional information from the Neighbourhood Link team relevant to 
Buckminster and Sewstern is attached at the end of these minutes. 

In additional comments on policing aspects the Chair noted that a council foot 
style had been ripped out, destroyed, and thrown in the Chair’s pond. The 
Chair’s fencing had then been cut into pieces over a length of around 100 
yards. The vandals who were responsible then carried on walking the footpath 
across Mrs Newton's fields ripping out and removing the marker posts; some 
were found but, possibly, not all.  The vandalism was reported to the police by 
the Chair’s son.  However, the police advised him to report the matter to the 
council; this was done. The council had advised that it would be some weeks 
before the foot style could be reinstated, effectively preventing the placement 
of stock in the field until the work was completed; the gap could not be fenced 
off as it would result in the blocking of the footpath. 
 
The issue had been reported to PCSO Gray who had referred it to her 
Inspector who agreed that the initial police response had been incorrect; a 
Crime Number had been assigned to the issue.1 
 
The Chair raised an issue concerning Hare coursing that had been reported to 
Leicestershire police on 3 occasions but had not been followed up. PCSO 
Gray had acknowledged that there had been failings.  Lincolnshire police had 
made arrests 

 

Parish Clerk 

  Highways Issues – Speeding 

The concerns over speeding vehicles travelling through Buckminster along 
the B676 and Sewstern along Timber Hill were raised with the LCC.  The 
response commented on several points summarised below: 

 1.  The existing data for Buckminster showed that the 85th percentile of speeds (the 
speed 85% of people are travelling at or below) was recorded at 36.0mph within the 
centre of the village.  The data was collected in March 2021 although it is unclear how 
the data was obtained.  The Council also suggests that because of Covid 19 traffic 
levels were lower and consequently higher speeds could be expected 

 2.  There have been no recorded personal injury accidents in the village within the 
last 5 years. The Council believes that this shows the majority of motorists are 
navigating the village safely. 

 3.  Having reviewed the site (via desktop assessment), it is clear that the village has 
dragons’ teeth markings on both approaches to the village (on the B676).  There is a 
query on the presence of 30mph speed limit road markings on the B676. 

 
1 This is shown in the Neighbourhood Link report added to the minutes on page 5 
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 4.  Other measures are already in place such as bend warning signs on all the 
approaches to the bends in the village along with SLOW road markings, warning 
drivers to slow down in order to navigate the area with caution.  The Council has 
asked for confirmation that the SLOW road marking adjacent to the bend warning 
signs are in good condition and has offered to reinstate them if not. 

 5.  The offer to monitor vehicle speeds was declined as apparently it was not 
supported by the police.  However, it was suggested that with the easing of lockdown 
the Community Speedwatch Scheme may look to restart its operation.  It was also 
suggested that the police be contacted to undertake further speed monitoring visits. 

 6.  A request for a pedestrian crossing on Main Street would have to be assessed 
using a PV2 assessment.  The PV2 evaluates the potential conflict between vehicles 
and pedestrians and provides a crossing justification value which indicates whether 
the site meets the criteria for a crossing.  An initial assessment of the site would 
indicate that it would not meet the requirements for a formal crossing.  

 However, should the Parish Council wish to request a formal survey, they can do so, 
at an estimated cost of £500 for the survey (a formal quote can be obtained upon 
request). 

A visit to the site confirmed that the 30-mph speed limit road markings were 
present as well as the dragons’ teeth mentioned in the email.  The SLOW 
road markings appeared clearly visible; this would be confirmed after this 
meeting. 

Information on how the speed and volume of traffic was being measured 
and how the PV2 assessment to assess the need for a pedestrian crossing 
was conducted has been requested. 

Website Accessibility Compliance 

After an exchange of emails with our website provider it is likely that the 
updating of our website will begin soon, possibly in two weeks’ time, however, 
issues with other Councils have caused delays and some of these are 
continuing.  I have been asked to back up emails before the work begins so I 
will keep you informed on when work will start and the progress as it 
continues. 

  The Chairman 

Potholes on Stoneygate Lane were getting so large that a resident had 
reported it was too hazardous to travel by car along the lane. 
 
Difficulties remained over resolving issues surrounding the empty property on 
Timber Hill. 
 

07/21-22 Audit Report for 2020/21 and AGAR signing 

 The auditor’s Annual Internal Audit report had been circulated prior to the 
meeting and was accepted by council members without further comment.  
The AGAR Certificate of Exemption, Annual Governance Statement and 
Accounting Statement for 2020/21 were signed by the Chair and RFO as 
required. 

 



4 
 

 

 

08/21-22 Planning Matters 

New Planning Applications: 21/00441/TCA – (For information only) The White 
Cottage, 5 Back Street Buckminster NG33 5RS.  Ash - large hole in base of tree and 
poses a risk of injury and property damage if it failed. Proposal is to fell the tree and 
replace it with another specimen tree (oak perhaps) 

 
 Planning applications refused:  None 
 
09/21-22 Invoices for Approval: – Bright Pay renewal Invoice 353234 for £58.80 had 

been paid by the clerk from his own account as a card payment had been 
required.  The council confirmed that the clerk should be reimbursed. 

 

10/21-22 To approve and sign the bank reconciliation for the current period 

   Current Account:  £11,378.13 

   Deposit Account:  £1,157.47 

   Pending invoices: Nil 

   Total:  £12,535.60 

11/21-22 Correspondence received: None 

12/21-22 Future Meetings:   

  6 July 2021 

 14 September 2021 

 23 November 2021 

   5 January 2022 Budget Meeting 

 22 February 2022 

 10 May 2022 Annual Meeting 
   

 

 

 

 

E Exton 

Chair               Date:  
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Neighbourhood Link Report – items relevant to Buckminster and Sewstern 

The information below was extracted from the monthly priority update for Melton Rural North.  
  
THINK! Has launched a new series of social films in response to the easing of Covid-19, please have a 
look at this link: 
https://www.think.gov.uk/themes/drink-driving/ 
  
In January, a meeting was organised with Neighbourhood officers from Lincolnshire Police to discuss 
the issue with nuisance and illegal off-roading and how we can work together to tackle this. The start 
of the month saw a cross border operation between Leicestershire and Lincolnshire Police to tackle 
illegal off-roading around the Viking Way. The neighbourhood priority team (NPT) have spent time 
preparing the operation and on Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th this was carried out around 
Buckminster, Skillington, Coston, Wyville and surrounding areas around the Viking Way. This 
involved the NPT, Neighbourhood officers from Melton supported by Special Constables and joined 
by Neighbourhood and traffic officers from Lincolnshire Police. 
  
A vast number of vehicles were stopped and checked over the weekend.  Encouragingly all of those 
vehicles stopped had relevant documentation (driving licence, insurance, and MOT for using the by-
way) to be able to use by-ways. A few bikes made off from officers. We will be hoping to carry out 
more of this activity in the coming months and target different times of the day and night. 
   
Our current priorities: 
Priority 1 – Road Safety 
Priority 2 – Rural Crime/Farming equipment thefts 
Priority 3 – Nuisance Off Roading 
  
For priority 1 I have conducted the following activity: 
 
Sat 3rd/4th Police presence along the B676 and at Buckminster. Along with conducting the joint 
operation, engagement was made with bikers passing through and stopping at Buckminster 
25/04 Speed Monitoring Buckminster 15:15-15:45, 71 vehicles, 2 offences at 32MPH 
  
Priority 2 
Crimes in our rural communities relevant to Buckminster and Sewstern as follows: 
 
11/04-12/04 – Commercial Burglary, School Lane, Buckminster 
16/04-18/04 – Fencing and Stile damaged, Sewstern 
  
 

 


